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Keeping God in Your Summer 
 
 Remember that old song from ñPorgy & Bessò about Summertime? 
ñsummertime and the livinô is easy. Catfish are jumping and the Cotton is highò It 
reminds us to slow down, relax and vacate for a while. I find myself putting off 
projects and plans saying, ñI will do that in the summer when things slow down!ò    
 

 However, what I have learned over my years as an ordained pastor is 
that human need does not take a vacation. As a matter of fact, for many fami-
lies the summer season is more stressful as they try to navigate kids and sched-
ules and work and vacations.  
 

 Life does not take a vacation, poverty, homelessness, hunger, sickness 
and death do not take vacations. And it is very important for us to remember 
that GOD does not take a vacation either. God is there with us as we go. It is a 
comfort to know we have a God who is always active and working in the 
world.  God does not sleep.  God does not ñvacateò the world or our lives.  
God is always with us whether we are at work, at play or at rest.  
 

As you enter this summer season, I encourage you to: 
Continue active worship whether at GRACE or at your vacation destination. 
Spend some time in prayer each day. (Maybe reset your watch for Pray 3:16) 
Start a gratitude journal 
Enjoy nature 
Spend time with family and friends 
Serve those in need 
Unplug/Disconnect and set aside ñquiet timeò 
Simplify daily life.  
Read.  
Be a good steward. Continue your giving patterns.  
Relax. Recharge. Reflect. Reconnect.  

 

ñOne of these mornings you're gonna rise up singing 
And you'll spread your wings and you'll take to the sky 
But till that morning, there ain't nothin' can harm you 
With [Jesus our Savior] standin' byò 
 

Letôs let Godôs Healing and Renewing Spirit fill our summer days and nights.  
Peace, 
PT 

From the Pastor  ...  
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Happy June!!!   

 
 We have been busy at Grace in May! First, The School of Graceôs Annual Art Show and Silent Auction 
was a big success. Thank you for your support and generosity which helped The School of Grace to raise over 
$4,000 for their scholarship program! Next, we wrapped youth group up for the school year with an evening of 
packing homeless resource bags. Later in the month, our young families group headed out to Page Farms for 
strawberry picking. Then to close out the month, we celebrated the end of the Sunday School year with our last 
week of classes and by honoring our Sunday School teachers during worship. 
 

 Many opportunities lie ahead for us this summer. First, we will celebrate our graduating high school sen-
iors on Sunday, June 2nd, during the solo 10:00 AM worship service. Come join us during worship to bless our 
seniors as they embark on the next chapter in their lives.  
 

 Our next monthly elementary school gathering will also take place on Sunday, June 2nd, immediately fol-
lowing the 10:00 AM worship service. We will eat together and make dreamcatchers. Please plan to RSVP by Fri-
day, May 31st, so we will know how much supplies we need and how much food to prepare. See me with any 
questions. 
 

 On June 9th, join us as we celebrate the Confirmation of Calleigh Freeman during the 10:00 AM worship 
service. There will be a banquet to follow at 11:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited. 
 

 Our high school mission trip is headed for Philadelphia! We will be serving communities in Philadelphia 
alongside youth from St. Philip, Raleigh and Macedonia, Burlington from June 16-21.We canôt wait to share about 
what God is up to in Philly! 
  

 Agap® Day Camp is back! Register now. Rising 1st through rising 5th graders are invited to join us for camp in 
partnership with St. Philip Lutheran from June 24-28, 2019, 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, at Grace Lutheran Church. Each day 
of camp will include songs, games, Bible stories, nature activities, crafts, and skits. Advanced registration is required. 
Cost is $105 per camper for the week and includes the program, a day camp T-shirt, and daily snacks (you are asked to 
send a sack lunch each day). See me for registration forms or if you have any questions. 
 

 Sign up now for Vacation Bible School! VBS will be held over the weekend of July 19th-21st for children 
age 3 through fifth grade. This yearôs theme is ñChristmas in July.ò Registration forms can be found in the narthex 
or on the Grace website. The deadline to register is July 7th. Middle school and high school students are invited to 
help us make VBS run smoothly by volunteering. Please see Hollie Kohl or me if you have any questions. 
 

 Grace will take its annual retreat to Kure Beach over Labor Day Weekend, August 30th - September 2nd, 
2019, for plenty of relaxation and fellowship. Everyone is invited. Come on your own or as a family.  Cost is 
$115/adult, $60/child ages 5+, children 4 and under are free. There is a maximum cost of $295 per family. Contact 
me with questions. Please sign up in the narthex and turn in your registration form ASAP as space will be filled 
on a first come, first served basis. 
 

 High school youth group is on summer hiatus until the 2019-2020 school year! Join us in the fall every 
Wednesday night during the traditional school year from 6:45-8:00 PM at St. Philip Lutheran. Anyone in grades 9-12 is 
invited to join us for fellowship, games, service, music, and study. Come out in the fall to see what itôs all about! 
 

 Sunday school classes are also on hiatus. Classes are offered for all ages from pre-K through adult be-
ginning again in the fall. Please see me if you are looking for information about Sunday School classes for the fall. 
 

As always, feel free to stop by my office to see me, contact me by phone at (443) 797-2891, or contact me by e-
mail at caitlinstratemeyer@gmail.com if you have questions or just want to chat. Please let me know if you have 
any questions about any of the events coming up soon or if you would like to receive e-mail reminders regarding 
the special event calendar.  
 
Blessings, 
Caity Stratemeyer 
Director of Youth and Childrenôs Ministries 

mailto:caitlinstratemeyer@gmail.com
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Campaign Update 
 
On behalf of the all the Wake County families you helped get closer to home, we 
want to say ñThank Youò for the extraordinary support you all provided during the 7th 
Annual ñHope Begins With A Homeò Campaign. Our incredible teams reached out in 
all directions to share the story of Families Together and ask for contributions to help 
local parents and children experiencing homelessness. Our teams also found new fund 
raising avenues for us such as creating successful Facebook campaigns and participat-
ing in The Great Human Race.  As of this writing, the numbers arenôt in yet, but weôll 
let you know next month about the total raised. 
 
 
New Office 
 
In 1995 Habitat for Humanity and Fusion Contractors, along with an army of volunteers, came together to 
build apartments we would own.  It consisted of 7 apartment units and an administrative office. Years later the 
office was expanded to include more office spaces and a program room. For the past year, a team of FT board 
members and staff have explored ways to make room for our growing team. We looked at leasing new space, 
partnering with a church, and adding onto our existing space. In the end we settled on renovating our current 
offices to make better use of the space. An awesome local architect by the name of Rebecca Necessary provid-
ed pro-bono architectural design services and has since joined our Board of Directors. Tommy Oates of Fusion 
Contractors, who built one of our apartment buildings in the mid-1990s has rejoined us as the contractor on the 
project. Hillcrest Baptist Church, located about a quarter mile from our offices, welcomed our team to move in 
temporarily while the renovation takes place. And an amazing team of volunteers from Resurrection Lutheran 
Church handled the move to our temporary quarters. It takes a village as they say and we are grateful to all 
who are making this important project in our growth strategy possible. We canôt wait to share the results with 
you in August.  
 
 
Spice it Up 
 
We need spice in our life, and you can help us add it! This summer we will be collecting spices and other sup-
plies (small containers of spice and spice mixes, salsa, hot sauces, small bottles of apple cider vinegar) to make 
our pantry food more fun. We are currently displaced due to renovations to our office so we accepting deliver-
ies at Hillcrest Church (3800 Hillcrest Dr., Raleigh, NC 27610). Please contact Meghan at Me-
ghan@familiestoghernc.org for more information. 
  
 
Volunteering 
 
At Families Together we have a long history of providing volunteers meaningful and rewarding ways to help 
out in our community. When volunteers give their time and their talent, they are increasing our impact on the 
families we serve.  
Both individual volunteers and volunteer groups have the opportunity to show people in our community that 
they are cared for and supported as they begin the process of rebuilding their lives. Visit 
www.familiestogethernc.org/volunteer to find additional information on how you can get involved. 
Attending a new Volunteer Orientation is your first step to getting started. Learn more or sign up for a session 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084bacaf2ca2fa7-families. Advance registration is required to at-
tend an orientation so we can be properly prepared for you. Please contact Meghan Olesen at Me-
ghan@FamiliesTogetherNC.org with any volunteer-related questions. 

http://www.familiestogethernc.org/volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084bacaf2ca2fa7-families
mailto:Meghan@FamiliesTogetherNC.org
mailto:Meghan@FamiliesTogetherNC.org


Page 4 Letter  of  Grace November 2017 

Prayer Ventures for June 2019 
 
 

1 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania, Montana, Southwestern Texas and Indiana-Kentucky synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage 
them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 
 

2 Pray that our unity in Christ ð across denominations and throughout the world ð will strengthen us and draw others 
into the community of all believers who know and share Godôs boundless love. 
 

3 Pray for the leaders and volunteers of summer congregational programs, that they will stir and strengthen the faith of 
children and youth and introduce others to the good news of Jesus Christ through day camps, vacation Bible schools 
and other special ministries. 
 

4 Summer is the busy season for ELCA Mission Builders, retired men and women who share their time, construction 
skills and spiritual gifts to build and expand the ministry capacity and physical resources of congregations and camps 
across the country. Give thanks for their volunteer service and pray that their witness will inspire others for lives of ser-
vice and furthering the mission of the church. 
 

5 Remember in prayer the service and witness of the six volunteers serving in the Young Adults in Global Mission pro-
gram alongside our companions in Madagascar; the Rev. Kirsten Laderach, YAGM country coordinator; and the Rev. 
Lancelot Themba and Kwena Mkhabela, regional representatives for Madagascar, West Africa and Central Africa. 
 

6 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Western North Dako-
ta, Central States, Metropolitan Chicago, New Jersey and Central/Southern Illinois synods, that the Spirit will strength-
en, guide and encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 
 

7 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Lower Susquehanna, 
Florida-Bahamas, Southwestern Washington and Northwestern Minnesota synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide 
and encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 
 

8 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Virginia, Southwestern 
Minnesota and Southern Ohio synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in proclaiming the gos-
pel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 
 

9 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the Eastern North Dakota Synod Assembly, 
that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church and doing 
Godôs work in the world. 
 

10 Ask God to help youth and young adults seeking summer employment, that they will find open doors and opportuni-
ties for using their skills and gifts. Pray that we will find ways to share our wisdom, help them network for jobs and 
demonstrate our support for them through words of encouragement.   
 

11 Give thanks for the persistent work of ELCA Advocacy and for the ministries, programs and resources that enable us 
to use our gifts, skills and concerns for the well-being of our communities, nation and world. 
 

12 Pray for safe travel for all those who seek renewal, learning and greater awareness of the world through vacations, ser-
vice experiences and trips. Wherever we go, may our faith shine brightly through our respect and care for the people we 
encounter, through our care for creation and nature, and through the joy and hope we convey in our words and actions. 
 

13 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Northwestern Penn-
sylvania and Southwestern Pennsylvania synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage them in proclaim-
ing the gospel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 
 

14 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Grand Canyon, 
Northern Illinois, Northeastern Iowa and La Crosse Area synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and encourage 
them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 
 

15 Remember in prayer the leaders, voting members and others gathered for the assemblies of the Northeastern Ohio, 
Allegheny, Upper Susquehanna and Metropolitan Washington, D.C. synods, that the Spirit will strengthen, guide and 
encourage them in proclaiming the gospel, growing the church and doing Godôs work in the world. 

June 2019 
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16 Pray that we will always listen for what the Spirit is revealing to us and pay attention to how the Spirit is guiding and 
urging us throughout our baptismal journey. 
 
17 Remember in prayer the many agricultural workers who travel across our nation to do the difficult and often unno-
ticed work of planting, tending and gathering crops so that the world may be fed. Pray that they receive fair wages and 
medical care, have safe housing, find support and encouragement in communities of faith, and be affirmed for their im-
portant work and service.  
 
18 Remember in prayer those congregation members who spend seasons of the year in different areas of the country. 
Pray that every congregation will practice hospitality and care in sending, welcoming and involving people in worship 
and the life of the congregation, even if itôs only temporary. 
 
19 Today, Juneteenth, is the oldest known celebration commemorating the abolition of slavery in the United States. Pray 
for the end of racism, racial inequalities and hatred in our nation, for an end to all forms of slavery and human traffick-
ing in the world, and, living in Godôs grace and forgiveness, that we will confess and confront our own prejudices and 
fears, serving as catalysts for change, reconciliation and healing.  
 
20 Pray that, amid world events that provoke anxiety, uncertainty and a sense of powerlessness, we will assure one an-
other of our peace with God through faith in Jesus Christ, our sure and dependable hope, strength and comfort. 
 
21 Pray for communities that are recovering from recent natural disasters and severe weather across our nation and 
around the world, and for those who are still involved in the long-term work of rebuilding their lives, homes, businesses 
and communities. Ask for the guidance and help of the Spirit as we seek ways to be effective bearers of hope, support 
and encouragement for as long as needed. 
 
22 Give praise and glory to God, who formed the vast universe and earth yet tenderly cares for humanity and our peculiarities. 
 
23 There is no affliction or problem in life ð spiritual or physical ð that is beyond Godôs power, mercy or ability to 
heal. Praise God! 
 
24 Remember our outdoor ministries and camps during this very busy time of the year and pray for God to sustain and 
energize staff members and volunteers so they can greet every new camper with a freshness of spirit and faith that is in-
fectious and inspiring. 
 
25 Remember in prayer victims and survivors of gun violence across our nation. Ask God to nurture in us the strength, 
wisdom and compassion we need to provide steady care and support for those who ache for healing and relief from their 
pain, grief, suffering, anger and fear. 
 
26 As people of God gathered in communities of faith, give thanks for how God comes to our aid, sustains and comforts 
us, is present and patient with us, cares for the poor and suffering, guides us in ways of justice and peace, and invites and 
equips us to share in this hope-filled, life-giving work in the world. 
 
27 The ELCA ñThree Sidesò podcast shares unique stories, perspectives and diverse voices of our members, congrega-
tions and global companions. Give thanks for its ministry of expanding our awareness and our understanding of how 
God calls and uses us in every expression of the church. 
 
28 Pray that ELCA congregations, synods, colleges and universities, seminaries, outdoor ministries and other related 
organizations involved in special appeals and fundraising be successful in their efforts to start, grow or sustain ministries 
and programs for the sake of accomplishing Godôs work in the world. 
 
29 Pray for teachers, professors and school staff who have time off during the summer, that they will be renewed, 
strengthened and prepared for serving their students, parents and communities when the new school year begins.  
 
30 Pray that we will grow in understanding the freedom we have in Christ, which moves us beyond our self-interest to 
attend to our neighbor. Pray that our lives be guided by the Spirit to exemplify love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gen-
erosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
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